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THIS GOLD BUG.
THE GREAT PRIZE TALK

Mos' feercd for to ventur' 'pon dis
limb berry far 'tis dead limb putty
much all do way.'

'Did you say it was a dead limb, Jupi-
ter?' cried Legrand in a quavering voice.

'Yes, massa, Lim dead as do door nail
dono up for sartain done departed dis

here life.'

With a fair and strong breezo we soon
ran into the little cove to the northward
of Fort Moultrie, and a walk of some
two miles brought us to the hut. It was
about thrco in the afternoon when we ar-

rived. Legrand had been awaiting us in

eager expectation. He grasped my hand
with a nervous tmprcuement which
alarmed me and strengthened tho suspic-
ions already entertained. His countenance
was pale, even to ghastliness, and his deep
set eyes glared with unnatural luster.
After some inquiries respecting hishcalth,
I asked him, not knowing what better to
say, if he had vet obtained tho icaralceus
from Lieut. f

'Oh, yes,' he replied, coloring violently,
I cot it from him the next morning.

Nothing should tempt mo to part with
that tctiralam. Do you know that Jupi-
ter is quite right about .V

In what way?' 1 asked, with a sad
foreboding at heart.

'Jupiter, I should like to nndcrstand
what it is you aro talking about. You
say your master is sick. Hasn't ho told
you what ails him?'

4 Why, massa, taint worf while to git
mad bout de matter Massa Will say
noffin at all aint de matter wid him but
den what makes him go bout looking dis
hero way, wid do head down and he
soldiers up; and as white as a goose?
And den ho keeps a syphon all do time'

4Kceps a what, Jupiter?'
'Keeps a syphon w id do figgurs on de

slate do queerest figgurs I cber did see.
Ise gittin to be skeered, I tell you. Hah
to keep a mighty tight eye pou him noo-ver-

Todder day he gib me do slip fore
de suns up, and was 'onede whole oh de
blessed day. I had a big stick ready to
gib him a d d good beatin when he did
come but I'se sieh a fool dat I hadn't
de heart artcr all ho look so berry
poorly."

ICh? what? ah yes! upon the whole
I think you had better not be too severe
with the jK)or fellow don't tlog him, Ju-

piter he can't very well stand it but

'Well, supposo it is, Jup,' replied Le-

grand, somewhat more earnestly, it seemed
to me, than the occasion demanded, ' is
that any reason for your letting tho birds
burn? The color hero he turned to me

'is really almost enough to warrant Ju-
piter's idea. You never saw a more
brilliant metallic luster than the scales
emit but of this you cannot judge till

In the meantime I can give
you Home idea of the shape.' Saying this
he seated himself at a small table, upon
which were a pen and ink, but no paper,
llo looked for some in a drawer, but
found none.

4 Never mind,' said lm at length, 4 this
will answer,' and he drew from Ids waist
coat pocket a Fcrap of what I took to be
very dirty foolscap, and iiiado upon it a
rough drawing with the pen. While he
did this 1 retained my seat by the fire,
for I was still chilly. When tho design
was complete ho handed it to me without
rising. As I received it a loud growl was
heard, succeeded by a scratching lit the
door. Jupiter opened it, and a larg
Newfoundland, belonging to Leurnnd,

would havo had no hesitation in attempt-
ing to get tho lnnatio homo by force; b it

was too well assured of tho c! 1 n vros
disposition, to hope that ho wonl-- a .i-- t
me, under any circumstances, in a ar-

senal contest with his mvter. I
no doubt that the latter had I -- rn inferr-
ed with some of tho innumerable f.V":th--e-

superstitions about money burie 1, aid
that his phantasy had received con'irma .

tion by the finding of tho g!'iral-.:- i, cr
perhaps, by Jupiter's r i:i

it to be "a bug of veal go! 17' A
mind disposed to lunacy would readily bo
led away by such suggestions epecial!r
if chiming in with favorite pr?coi!cviv.'.l
ideas and then I culled to mind tl..1 poor
fellow's speech about tho berth's being
"tho index of bis fort'ir.e." Upvi tho
whole, I was sally vexed r.rd pnzVd,
but at length, I conelud?d to j?:r.':e a
virtue of necessity to dig with a good
will, and thus tho sooner to convince
him, by occular demonstration, f tho
fallacy of tho opinions ho entert line I.

Tho lanterns having been lit, v. ? a'd
fell to work with a zeal worthy a mora
rational cause, and as the ;1 ire fell upon
our persons and impleuiouts,I coidd not
help thinking how picturesque a group
we composed, and how strange and hus.
picious our labors iim-- t have appeared
to any interloper who, by ehantv, mij;Lt
have stumbled upon cur whereabouts.

We dug very ste.vlily f r two hours.
Littlo was said; and our chief embarrass-
ment lay in tho yelping of the dog, who
took exceeding interest iu our proceed-
ings. Ho at length brcamc so obstrep-
erous that wo grew fearful of his giiog
the alarm to some stragglers in tho vicin-
ity; or rather, this was the apprehoiiNixi
of Legrand; for mvself, I should have re
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AU in the TIVon.
Many years ago I contracted an iitfi-rnac- y

with a Mr. William Legrand. lie
Mas of an ancient Huguenot family, and
lin.l once been wealthy; but a scries of
misfortunes hail reduced him to want.
To avoid tho mortifioution consequent
upon kit disasters, he left New Oilcans,
the city of hU fore fat hern, and took up
his residence at Sullivan's Island, near
Charleston, South Carolina.

This Inland is a very singular one. It
consists of little else than tho sea Band,
and is ahout three miles long. Its breadth
at no point exceeds a quarter of a mild.
It is be pa rut ed from tins main land by a
scarcely perceptible creek, oozing it way
through a wilderness of rends and slime,
a favorite resort of tho marsh-hen- . The
vegetation, as might bo suppiscd, is
seant, or at lvat dwarfish. No trees of
any magnitude arc to be seen. Near the
western extremity, where Fort Moultrie
stands, and where thcio are some miser-tild- e

frame building, tenanted, during
summer, by tho fugitives from Cl:ailestO!i
dust and fever, may be lound indeed, the
bristly palmetto ; but the whole island,
with tho exception of this western point
and a line of hard white beach on ' the
fea-coas- 's covered with a dense under-
growth of the sweet myitis so much"
pried by tho horticulturists of Ihtgland.
The shrub here often attains tho hijditof
fifteen or twenty feet, and forms an almost

to all my questions he vouchsafed no
other reply than 4'wo shall see."

We crossed tho creek at the head of
the island by means of a ski IT, and, as-

cending the high grounds on the shore of
tho main land, wc proceeded, in a north-westernl- y

direction, through a tract of
country excessively wild and desolate,
where no trace of human footsteps was
to be seen. Legrand led tho way with
decision, pausing only for an instant, here
and there, to consult what appeared to be
certain landmarks of his own contrivance
upon a former occasion.

In this manner wc journeyed for about
two hours, and tho sun was just sotting
when we entered a region infinitely more
dreary than any yet seen. It was a spe-

cies of tablo land, near tho summit of an
almost inaccessible hill, densely wooded
fiotn bae to pinnacle, and interspersed
with hugo crags that appeared to lie
loosely upon the soil, and, in many cases,
were prevented from precipitating them-
selves into tho valleys below merely by
the support of the trees against which
they reclined. Deep ravines, in various
directions, gave an air of still sterner so-

lemnity to the scene.
Tho natural platform to which wo had

clambered was thickly overgrown with
brambles, through which we soon discov-
ered that it would havo been impossible
to forco our way but for tho scytlie; and
Jupiter, by direction of his master, pro
cecded to clear for us a path to the foot
of an enormously tall tulip tree, which
stood, with some eight or ten oak, upon
tho level, and far surpassed them all, and
all other trees which" I had then ever
seen, in tho beauty of its foliage and
form, in the wide spread of its branches,
and in tho general majesty of its appear-
ance. When we reached this tree Le-

grand turned to Jupiter and asked him if
he thought ho could climb it, Tho old
man seemed a littlo staggered by tho
question, and for some moments made no
reply. At length he approached the tree,
walked slowdy round its huge trunk, and
examined it with minute attention. When
ho had completed his tcrutiny ho merely
said ;

'Yes, massa, Jup climb any tree he
ebber see in he life.'

'Then up with yo J as soon a3 possible,
for it will soon bo too dark to 6co what
we are about.'

How far mus' go up, massa?' inquired

jaftiuipenctrab!o coppice, burdening tho air
with its fiagrance.

In the inmost recesses of this coppice,
'ivt far from the eastern or more remote
cud of tho inland, Legrand had built
himself a small hut, which l.c occSipied
when I fr.st, by mere accident, made his
acquaintance. This soon ripened into
friendship for there was much in tho
lojliis'' to excite intere.--t and esteem. 1

fjiiii 1 him well educated, with unusual
powers of mind, but affected with misau-t!i- r

py, and subject to perverse moods of
alternative rnthuM-i- and melancholy.
Ho ha 1 with him many books, b.it rarely
en; !oye I them. His chief amusements
were gunning and fishing, or sauntering
along tl; bank and through the myrtles,
in (piesf of hhells or entomological speci-- i

!'.'!. .. his collection f tho hitter might
have b e, i i'ii'. ii i by tho Swammerdamm.

i t'r'se excursion he was usually aeeoni-- j

.uiii d by au Id negro, called Jupiter,
who l a 1 b''cu manumitted before the rc-v- i

tho family, but who could be
in diu-- 1, neilieT by threats or promises,
t ' ab.indo a what he considered hi right
of att' lineo upon th J footsteps of his
yoong 4,Massi ! I It is not itnprob-al-I- j

tli.it the relatives of Legrrnd, con-

ceiving 1 iui to bo foinewhat unsettled in
mt.db'.-t- , had contrived to instill this y

into Jupiter, with a view to the
s:i,ervi .ion and guardiauship'of the wan- -

The winters in the latitude of Sulli-

van's Island aro seldom very severe, and,
in the fall of tho year, it is a rare. event
indeed when a lite is considered neccs-sar-

About tho middle of October, 18 ,
(here occurred, however, a day of re- -

larkablc chillness. Just before sunset I

s'lambled my way through tho cver-ir-ccm- s,

to t'm hut of my friend, wdioml

joiced at any interruption which lu'ht
havo enabled mc to g;t tho wauuerer
home. Tho noiso was, nt length, vciy
effectually silenced by Jupiter, who, get-
ting out of tho hole with a dogged air of
determination tied tho biute'.s month up
with one of his suspenders, and then re- - '

turned, with a grave chuckle, to his task.
When the time mentioned had expired,

wc had reached a depth of five feet, and
yet no signs of any treasure became man-
ifest. A general pause ensued, and 1 be
gan to hope that the farce was at an cud.
Legrand, however, although evidently
much disconcerted, wined his brows
thoughtfully and then recommenced.
Wo had excavated tho entire circle of
four feet diameter, and now we slightly
enlarged the limit, and went to the farther
depth of two feet. Still nothing ap- -

pcarcd. Tho gold-seckc- r, whom I sin
cerely pitied, at length clambeicd from
the pit, with the bitterest disappointment
imprinted upon every feature, and

slowly and reluctantly, to put on
his coat, which ho had thrown off at tho
beginning of his labor. Iu tho mean
time I made no remark. Jui iter, nt a
signal from his master, began to gather
up hu tool?, lhis done, and the d g
having been unmuzzled, wc t:.r::2d i:i a
profound silence toward home.

e had taken, perhaps, a do:n st?ri
in this direction, when, witli a loud or.th, --

Legrand strode up to Jupiter and sci.-o- d '

him by the collar. The astonished r.eoro
opened his eyes and mouth to th? fr.Ih" t '

extent, let fall thj spades ar.d ft II upon
his knees.

'Yon scoundrel,' said Lngrand, Lis.-in-

!,. cylltl'vleq frnvi btwefn I. is
clenched tCeth; 4 yon infernal LI :!: vil-

lain! speak, I tell you! answer me this
instant without prevarication I which
which is your left eye?'

Oh, tny Golly, Massa Will! air.t nis
here my left cyo for Kartin?1 voarcd tho
terrified Jupiter, placing his hand np'-- i

his rigid organ of vision, and holding it '

thero with a desperate pertinacity, ns if
iu immediate dread of his master's attempt ..
at n gougo.

I 'thought so! I Livw ill hurra'.:'
vociferated Legrand, tho nr,gr: ;;o,
and executing a series of curvet vw

caracols, much to the astonishment cf his
valet, who, arising from his knee, ! l;e I

mutely from his m.vtcr to myself, uu I
then from myself to his i.ustc''.

'Come! wo mnKt go. La.lc,' s'u l tTi

latter, 'tho game's not up yet;' and 1.0

again led tho wav to the tulio-trc-

What in tho namo of heaven shall I
do?' asked Legrand, seemingly iu the
greatest distress.

'Do!' said I, glad of an opportunity to
interpose a word, 'why, como home and
go to bed. D) that' a fiuo fellow.
Its getting late, and besides you remem-
ber your promise.'

Jupiter,' cried he, without heeding me
in tho least; 'do you hear me:

'Yes, Massa Will, hear you ebber so
plain.

'Try tho wood well then with your
knife and Eeo if you thiuk it very rotten.'

'Iliin rotten, massa, suro nuff,' replied
the negro in a few moment, 'but not so
berry rotten ns mought be. Mought
ventur1 o .t lectio way .'pon de limb my-

self, dat's true.
'Jy yourself! what do you mean?'
'why, I mean do bug. Tis berry heb-b-

bug. S'poso I drop him down fuss,
and den de limb won't break wid just de
weight ob one nigger."

'Vou infernal scoundrel !' cried Le-

grand, apparently much relieved, what
do you mean by telling me such nonsense
as that? As sure as you drop that beetle
III break your neck. Look here, Jupiter,
do you hear mc?'

Yes, massa, ncedu't hollo at poor nig-

ger in dat style.' r
Well now listen! if you will ventnro

out on tho limb ns far as you think safe,
and not let go of the beetle, I'll make you
a present of a silver dollar as soou as you
get down.'

' I'm gwine, Massa Will 'deed I is,'
replied the negro very promptly mos'
out to do end now. '

' Out to the endP here fairly screamed
Legrand," do you say that you are out to
the end of that limb.'

'Soon be to do cend, massa o
what is di3 hero 'pon de

tr-- ?'

'Weill' cried Legrand, highly delight-
ed, 'Why, 'taint noilin but a skull some-
body bin lef him head up de tree, and de
crows done gobblo ebcry bit ob do meat
off.'
; 'A skull, you say! very well! how is
it fastened to the limb? what holds it on?'

"Sure nuff, massa; mus' look. Why,
dis berry curous sarcumstance, 'pon my
word dare s a great big nail in do skull,
what fastens ob it on to do tree.'

4 Well now, Jupiter, do exactly as I tell
you do yon hear.'

4Yes, massa.'
4Pay attention, then! find the left eye

of tho skull.'
Hum! boo! dat'a good! why, dare aint

no eye lef at all.'
' Curso your stupidity! do you know

your right hand from your left?'
4 Yes, I knows dat knows all 'bout

dat 'tis my lef hand what I chops do
woo I wid.'

'To bo sure! you aro left handed; and
your left cyo is on the samo side as your
left hand. Now, I suppose you can find
the left eye of tho skull, or the place
where the left cyo ha3 been. Havo you
fjund it?'

A.4 l...tl.
ncgro avecu.

4l3 do lef eye of do skull pon do same
side as de lef hand cf do skull, too? cause
do skull aint got not a bit ob a hand at
all nebber mind! I got do lef eye now

here de lef eye! what mus do wid iff"

4Let tho beetlo" drop through it as far
as t'.ie string will reach, but be careful
and not lot go your hold of the string.'

4A11 dat done, Massa Will; mighty easy
ting for to put de bug fru elo hole look
out for him dar below!'

'Very well! now ju:t keep as you arc
for a few urnutes.'

During this colloquy no portion of
Jupiter's person could bo seen ; but tho
bccilc, which ho had suffered to descend,
was now visible at the cud of tho string,
and glistened, like a globe of burnished
gold, in tho last rays of the setting sun,
some cf which still faintly illumined the
eminence upon which wo stood. Ihc
ncuralocHi hung quite clear cf any
branches, and, if allowed to fall, would
have fallen at our feet. Legrand imme-

diately took the scytlie, and cleared with
it a circular space, three cr four yards in
diameter, just beneath tho insect, and
having accomplished this, ordered Jupi-
ter to let go the string and come down
from the tree.

Driving a peg, with great nicety, into
thfl ground, at the precise spot where the
beetlo la, my friend now produced from
his pocket a tape measure. Fastening
one end of this at that point of the trunk
of tho trca which was nearest the peg, he
unrolled it till it reached the peg, and
thenco further unrolled it, in the direc
tion already established by tho two points
of tho tree and tho pg, for the distance
of fifty feet Jupiter clearing away the
brambles with tho scytho. . At tho spot
thus attained a sccoud peg was driven,
and about this, as a centre, a rude circle,
about four feet in diameter, uescribcu.
Taking now a spada himself, and giving
one to Jupiter and ono to mc, Legrand
begged us to set about digging as quick-

ly a3 possible. To speak tho truth, I had
no special relish for such amusement at
any timeand at that particular moment
I would most willingly have declined it,
for tho night was coming on, and I felt
much fatigued with the exercise already
taken: but I saw no modo f escape, and
was fearful of disturbing my poor friend's
equanimity by a refusal. Co aid I hive
depended, indeed, upon Jiipitn's aid, 1

In supposing it to be a bug rd real
tjoW He said this with an air of pro-
found seriousness, and I felt inexpressibly
shocked.

'This bug is to make my fortune,' ho
continued with a triumphant smile, 'to re-

instate mo in my family possessions. Is
it any wonder, then, that I prize it?
Since Fortune has thought fit to bestow
it upon me I have only to use it properly
and I shall urrive at tho gold of which it
is the index. Jupiter, bring me that
tcttriihcen?

What! do bug, massa? I'd rudder
not go for to trouble dat bug you must
git him for your own self.' Hereupon
Legrand arose, with a grave and stately
air, and brought me tho beetlo from a
glass case in which it was inclosed. It
was a beautiful ncnrahaun, and, at tlvat
time, unknown to naturalists of course
a great prize in a scientific point of view.
There were two round black spots near
one extremity of tho back, and a longer
one near tho other. The scales were ex-

ceedingly hard and glossy, with all the
appearance of burnished gold. The
weight of the insect was very remarka
ble, and, taking all things into considera-
tion, I could hardly blame Jupiter for
his opinion respecting it; but wdiat to
make of Legrand's concordance with that
opinion, I could not, for the life of me,
tell.

'I sent for you,' said he, in a grandilo
quent tone, when I had completed my
examination of the beetle, 'Isent for you
that I might havo your counsel and as
sistance in furthering the views of Fate
and tho buir'

'My dear Legrand,' I cried, interrupt
ing him, 'you are certainly unwell, and
had better use some little precautions.
lou shall go to bed, and I will remain
with you a few days, until you get over
this. You are feverish and1

'Feel my pulse,' said he.
I felt it, and, to say the truth, found

not the slightest indication of fever.
Idut you may bo ill ami vet have .no

fever. Allow me, this once, to prescribe
for you. In the first place, go to bed. In
the next1

4 You arc mistaken,' he interposed, ' I
am as well as i can expect to vi unucr
the excitement which I suffer. If you
reilly wish mo well you will relieve this
excitement.'

And how is this to bo done?'
Very easih'. Jupiter and myself aro

going upon an expedition into the hills
upon tho mam laud, aim, us expedi
tion, we shall need the aid of sq?i'? person
in whom we can confide. Yon are the
only person we can trust. Yv hcther we
succee 1 or fail, the excitement wlucli you
now perceive" in mo will bo equally al
layed.'

I am anxious to oblige you in any
way,' I replied; 'but do you mean to say
that this infernal beetlo has any connec
tion with your expedition into the hills?'

4It has.'
Then, Legrand, I can becomo a party

to no such absurd proceedings.'
I am sorry very sorry lor wo shall

havo to try it by ourselves.1
4 try it by yourselves! iho man is

surely mad! but stay! how long do you
proiose to be absent.''

'l'robably all night. o shall start
immediately, and bo back, at all events,
by sunrise,'

4 And :U you promise me, upon your
honor, that when this freak of yours is
over, and tho bug business (good Go I !)

settled to your satisfaction, you will then
return homo and towow my auvico im-

plicitly, as that of your physician?'
4 1 cs; 1 promise; and now let us be oir,

for we have no time to lose.'
With a heavy heart I accompanied my

friend. Wc started about four o clock
Legrand, Jupiter, tho dog, and myself.
Jupiter had with him tho scytho and
spades tho .wholo of which ho insisted
upon carrying raoro through fear, it
seemed to mo, of trusting cither of tho
implements w ithin reach of his master,
than from any excess of industry or com-

plaisance. His demeanor was dogged in
tho extreme, and Mat d n bug' were the
sole words which escaped his hps during
tho journey. For my own part, I bad
charge of a couple of dark lanterns, w hile
Legrand contented himself with the
tcarahceun, which ho carried attached to
tho end of a whip-cor- twirling it to and
fro, with tho air of conjuror, as ho vcnt.
When I observed this last plain evidence
of my friends aberration, I could scarcely
refrain from tears. I thought it best,
however, to humor his fancy, at least for
tho present, or until 1 could adopt some
more energetic measures with a chance
of success. In tho mcanumo l na i cn
dcavorcd, but all in vain, in regard to the
object of tho expedition. Having sue
cceded iu iuducing me to accompany him,
ho seemed unwilling to hold conversation
upon ny topic OI minor linporuwic",

can you for ft no idea of what lias occa
xioned this illness, or rather this change
of conduct? Has anything unpleasant
happened since 1 saw you:

'No, massa, dey aint Inn nollin on- -

pleasant tince den 'twas fore den, I'm
feared twas do berry day you was
dare.

How? What Jo you mean?'
Why, massa, I mean do bug dare

now.'
The what?1

4l)e bug I'm berry sartin dat Massa
Will bin bit somewhere bout de head by
dat d n goolo bug.'

'And what cause have you. Jupiter, for
such a supposition?'

'Claws cnuff, massa, and moult too. I
neber did see bnch a el n bug ho kick
and he bite ebery ting what cum near
him. Massa Will cotch him fuss, but
had for to let him go gin mighty quick, I
tell you slcn was do time he must ha got
de bite. I didn't like do look ob do lug
inouff, mvsclf, no how, so I wouldn't take
hold ob him wid my finger, but cotch him
wid a picco of paper dat 1 found. 1 rap
him up in do paper and stuff piece ob it
in do inouff dat was de way.'

And you think, then, that your master
was really bitten by tho beetle, and that
tho bite mado'him sick?'

I don't tink nofiiu bout it I nose it.
What make him dream bout do goole so
much, if taint canso ho bit by do goole
bug? 1 so heard bout dem goolo bugs
fore dis.'

415ut how do you know ho dreams
about gold?'

How I know? why cause he talk bout
it in do sleep dat's how I nose.'

'Well, Jup, perhaps you aro right; but
to what fortunate circumstanco am I to
attribute tho honor of a visit from you

'What de matter, nyissa.''
4lid you bring any mcssago from Mr.

Legrand?'
'No, massa, I bnag dis hero pissel;'

and here Jupiter handed mo a note which
ran thus:

Mv Dear ,

Whv have I not seen you for so long
a time? I hope you have not been ho
foolish as to tako ohonce at any little
lrunrie of mine; but no, that is im
probable.

Since I saw you I have had great
cause for anxiety. I havo something to
tell vou, yet how scarcely know to tell it,
or whether I should tell it at all.

. I have not been quite well for sonic
lavs nast. and p or eld Jup annoy me
Hbliost beyond endurance, by hi well

meant attentions. Would yon believe.
it? he ha I prepared n huge stick, the
other day, with which to chastise me for
triving him the slip, and spending the
lav, .', among the hills on the main
laud. I verily believe that my ill looks
alone saved me a lloging.

I have made no addition to my cabinet
since we met.

If vou can, in any wav, make it con
venient, come

.
over witli Jupiter. Do

I l. ..Mlcome. 1 wiMi to see you upon
business of importance. I assure you
that it is of the h!jhsd importance.

Hver yours, Vm. Lkuiiaxd.
There was something in tho tono of

this note which gave me great uneasiness.
Its whole stvle dil'iil materially Irom
that of Legrand. What could he be
drcamim of? What no.v crochet pos
sessed his cxoitabb brain? hat "busi-
ness of the highest importance" could he
possibly have to transact? Jupiter s ac
count of him boded no good. I dreaded
lest tho continued pressure of misfortune
had, at length, fairly unsettled tho reason
of my friend. Without a moment's hes-

itation, therefore, I prepared to accom
pany tho negro.

Upon reaching tho wharf, I noticed a
scytho and thrco spades, all apparently
new, lying in uio uoiumi cu mu m
which we were to embark.

4 What is the meaning of all this, Jup?
I inquircl.

Him syfe, massa, and spade.'
'Very true, but what aro they doing

here?'
Him do syfe and de spado which Massa

Will sis pon my buying for him in de
town, and do dcbblo's own lot ob money
I bad to cib for em.'

4llut what, in tho namo of all that is
mysterious, is your 'Massa Will' going to
do with sythes and spades!'

Dat's more dan I know, and do dcbblc
tako mo if I don't believe 'tis more dan
ho know, too. 13ut its all como ob do
bu?r.'

Finding that no satisfaction was to be
obtained of Jucitcr. whose whoro Intel
lect seemed to be absorbed by 'de bug,' I

rushed in, leaped upon my shoulders, and
loaded me with caresses; for I had kIiowii

him much attention during previous vis
its. When his gambols wero over I
looked at tho paper, and, to speak the
truth, found myself not a little puzzled
at w hat my friend had depicted.

4cll! I said, alter contemplating it
for some minutes, 'this is a strange fear- -

abeit.tt I must confess: new to me : never
saw anything like it before unless it was
a skull, or a death's-hea- d which it more
nearly resembles than anything clso that
lias come under wy observation.

4A death's head?' echoed Legrand
"Oh yes, well, it has something of that
appearance on paper, no doubt. The two
upper black Fpots look like eyes, car and
the longer ono at tho bottom like n
month and then the shapo of the whole
is oval.'

Perhaps so,' said I ; 'but, Legrand, I
fear you are no artist. I must wait until
I fC3 tho beetle itself, if I am to form
any idea of its personal appearance'

ell, I don t know,' said he, a little
nettled, 'I draw tolerably thoulddo it at
east have had good masters, and Hatter

myself that I am not quite a blockhead.'
Mint, my dear fellow, vou aro joking,

then,' said I; 'this is a very passable $lcuU

indeed, I may say that it is a very
excellent skull, according to the vulgar no
tioin about such specimens of physiology

and your tcaruhtan must be the queer-
est Kcirabmi in the world if it resembles

Whv; we may get up a very thrilling
bit of superstition upon this hint. I pre
sume you will call the bug tcaralccu ctput
Itom'tu's or something of that kind there
are manv similar titles in tho Natural
Histories. I?nt where aro the antenna
you spoko of ?'

4 I ho antenna ! Fa.d Legrand, who
ecmed to be getting unaccountably warm

upon tho subject; 4 1 am sure you must
see tho antennv. I made them as distinct
as they are in tho original insect, and I
presume that is sufficient.'

ell, well, I s:uJ, iei liars vou have
s till 1 don't see them;' and I handed,

bun tho paper w ithout additional remark,
nt ivjshing to rnflltf' his temper; but 1

was much surprised at the turn awairs
had taken; his ill humor puzzled me
and, a? for tho drawing of the beetle,
there were positively no antenna visible,
and the whole did bear a very close re-

semblance 4 j tho ordinary cuts of a
leath a head.

He receive I the "paper very peevishly,
and was abont to crumple it, apparently
to throw it in the lire, when a casual
glance at the design seemed suddenly to
rivet his attend ;;. in an instant his (ace
grew violently red in another as exces
sively pale. ! or some minutes lie con-

tinued to scrutinize the drawing minutely
wh'ie ho sat. At length he arose, took
a candle from tho table, and proceeded
to seat himself upon a sea-che- in the
further corner of the room. Here aain
he ma lo au anxious examination of the
paper; turning it in all directions. He
said nothing, however, an I his conduct
greatly astonished me; yet I thought it
prudent not to exacerbate tho growing
moodiness of his temper by any comment.
I're-entl- y ho took from Ins coat-iHick- a
wallet, i!accd the paper carefully in it,
and deposited both in a writing desk,
wa:c i he locked, llo now grew more
composed in his demeanor, b it bis orig-
inal air of enthusiasm had quite disap
peared, let ho seemed not so much
sulky as abstracted. As tho evening
wore away ho became more ana more
absorbed in reverie, from which no sallies
of mino could arouso'him. It had been
my intention to raas tho night at the lint,
as I had frequently douc before, but, see

ing my host in this mood, 1 deemed it
proper to tako leave. Ho did not press
me to remain, but, as I departed, ho snook
my hand with even moio than his usual
cordiality.

It was abont a month after this (and
during tho interval I had seen nothing of
Legrand) when I received a visit, at
Charleston, from his man Jnpitcr. T had
never seen the good old negro so dispir
tcJ, and I fcarod that some serious dis-

aster had befallen my friend.
'Well, Jup, said I, 'what is the matter

now? how is your masterf
'Why, to speak de troof, massa, him

not so well as mought be.
Not well? I am truly sorry to hear it.
hat docs ho complain off
'Par! dat's it! htm neber plain ob

notin but him berry sick for all dat"'
'Very sick, Jupiter! why didn't yon

sav so at once? Is ha confined to bed?'
4No, dat he aint! ho aint find nowhar
data lust whar do shoo pinch my

mind has pot to be berry hobby bout

'
. id not visited for sivcral weeks my

l.'sidencc being, at that time, in Clmles- -

ti, a distance of mno miles from the
js'nud, while the facilities of passage and
re p.iine were vjry far behind those of

t'f present day. Upon reaching the hut
1 rapied, as was my custom, and, ijettin
no r"ply, PO.i;;ht for the key where I

knf'W it was secreted, unh eked the door
and went in. A fi ic lire was blazing
n; on tho hearth. It was a novelty ami
b no means an nir.vcloomc one. I threw
o f an overcoat, took an arm-chai- r by tho
crackling logs, and waited patiently the
arrival of my hosts.

Soon after dark t'ny arrived and gave
jne a cordial wedcom Jupiter rinuin;
front car to ear, bulled about t prepare
home marsh-hen- s for supper. Legrand
was i.i one of his (its how tl:C Rhall I

. r. I 1111

Jupiter.
'(Jet up the main trunk first, and then

I will tell you which way to go and
hero stop ! take this beetle up with
you.'

Do bug, Massa Will! elo goolo bug I'

cried tho negro, drawing back in dismay
'what for 'mus' toto do bug way up de

tree: d n it I do.
4If you aro afraid, Jup, a great big

negro like vou, to take hold of a harm
less little dead beetle, why you can carry
it up by this string, but if you do not
tako it up with )ou in some way I shall
be under the necessity of breaking your
head with this shovel.'

'What di matter, now, masa!' said
Jup, evidently shamed into compliance;
'always want to raise a fuss wid old nig-nc- r.

Was only funnin' anyhow. 21c
fecred dj bug ! what I keer for do bug ?'

Here he took cautioiis hold of tho ex-

treme end of tho ttring, and maintaining
the insect as far from his person as cir-

cumstances would permit, prepared to
asccnel tho tree.

In youth the tulip tree, or IJrlodcrJron
T.t!'pfcrut tho most magnificent of
American foresters, has a trunk peculiar-
ly smooth, and often vises to a great
bight without lateral branches, but in its
riper ago tho bark becomes gnarled and
uneven, whilo many short limbs make
their appearance on the stem. Thus the
difficulty of accession in the present ease
lay more iu semblance than in reality.
Embracing tho hugo cylinder as closely
as possible with Ids arms and knees,
he seized with his hands some projections,
and resting his naked toe upon others,
Jupiter after one or two narrow escapes
from falling, at length wriggled himself
into tho first great fork, and seemed to
consider the wholo business as virtually
accomplished. Tho risk of the achieve
ment was in fact now over, although the
climber was some sixty or seventy feet
from tho ground.

4 Inch way n:us go now, Massa ill;
ho asked.

'Keep up tho largest branch the one
on this side,' eaid Legrand. The negro
obeyed him promptly, and apparently
with but little trouble; ascending higher
und higher, until no glimpse of his squat
figure could bo obtained through tho
dense foliage which envelope I it. Pres
ently his voice was heard in a sort of
halloo,

4IIow much fuddcr has got for go?'
How high uo arc yni.?' asked Legrand.

'Fbbcr so fur,' replied tlio negro; 'can
sec do sky fru do top ob do tree.'

'rscver mind tho sky, but attend to
what I say. Look down the trunk and
count the limbs below you on this side.
How many limbs have you passed.

One, two, three, four, hbo I done
pais fibo big limbs, massa, 'pon dis 6idc.'

4lhcn go ono limb higher.
In a few minutes the voico wai heard

again, announcing that tho seventh limb
was attained.

Now, Jup,' cried Legrand, evidently
much excited, I want yon to work your
way out upon that limb as far as you can.
If you see anything strango let me know.'

I5y this timo what littlo doubt I might
have entertained of my poor friend's in- -

sinity was put finally at rest. I had no
alternative but to concludo him stricken
with lunacy, and I becamo seriously anx-

ious about iretting him home. While 1

was pondering on what was best to bo
. i i

done, .iilpltct voice wgi gnui uenru.

teim tliem : oi cntiiUMasu. no naur
f inl an unknown bivalve, totming a new

I
L'eaiH-fln- d, more than this, ho hid hunted

I i ... i i ...:.i. i....;.., .u.;.-

'Jupiter,' said he, when wc reached its
foot, 'como here'! was "Iho skull nailed t
the limb with the faco outwaul, or with
tho faco to tho limb?'

'Do faco was out, masa, po eV.t do '

crows could get at do eyes good, wldjut
any trubl lc' '

Well, then, was it this ryo rr t'.f.t
through which you dropped the beetle?'
Here Legrand touched each of JupitJiV
eyes.

"Twas dis eye, mana cle lef ere jis
as you tell me,' and here it was the right
eyo that tho negro indicated.

'That will do wo must try it again.'
Here my friend, about who? madness "

I now saw, cr fancied that I saw, eertrdii
indications of method, remove I the' peg
nearest the tree to a spot about thrco
inches to tho westward of its former n.

Taking, now, the '

from tho nearest poiat of the trmik, ts
before, and continuing the cxtfuviou in a
straight lino to the distaivia. cf fifty f. rt.
a spot was indicated, remove Jy several ..

yards from tho point at , which, wo had
been digging.

roxcLCDr.D ntt vrcru

Sentiment and Fact. A young lady
who woro spectacles, exclaimed H a volc .

of sentimental enthusiasm, to ft plough .

man, who was walking cn the n a I : '
"Do you, sir, appreciate the beauty f

that landscape? Oh, see those davhng
sheep and lambs skipping about!"'

"Than aint shoop :. Lmb theiuV
Ay, Mis."

(inn II Ullil na uiiU) mill iiumiii o

anee, a seirtibwui whi:h ho believed to be
totally new, but in rc.-pe- to which he
wished to have my opinion on the morrow.

'And why not I asked, rub
bing my hands over the blazo and wish-

ing tho wholo tribo of tcaralai at the
devil.

4Ah. if I bad only known that you

v.cio here!' said Legrand, 'but its bo long
tdncc 1 have 6cen you; and how could I
lVcsco that yon would pay mo a visit
this very night of all others? As I was
coming homo I met Lieutenant O
from tho fort, and, Very foolishly, I lent
him tho burr, so it will bo unpossibla tor
von to see it until tho morning. Stay
hrrc and I will send J up down
for it at sunrise. It ia tho loveliest thing
in creation"

'What? sunrise?'
Xonsonsc 1 no ! tho bug. It is of

briliiant gold color about the size of a

huge hickory-nu- t with two iet black
. rrv,-,t-a near oni? rxtremitr of the back, and
another, somewhat longer, at tho other.
Tlift on'tmoc are'

4Pcv ain't no tin in bim.Massi Will, I
keep a tellin on yon,' here interrupted
Jn itcn " de bun? is a goolo bug, solid,

cbery bit of him, insid and all, scp him
wingncbtrr leel i.aii to iictry a tug in

now stepped into the boat and made sail.poor Massa W ill.
Wt bf


